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A Vision ofOil in the Holy Land 
M 

OSTBIB­�

lical refer­�
ences to oil 

allude to the kind you 
squeeze from an olive. 
John Brown, an evan­
gelical Christian from 
Texas, believes theJew­
ish Bible also talks 
about petroleum-and 
points to its precise lo­
cation in Israel. With 
a team ofoilmen he as­
sembled mainly in 
Texas and a map drawn 
from Scriptures, the 
65-year-old business­
man began drilling in 
northern Israel last 
month. He describes 
the venture as gTound­
ed in theology but 
supported by sci­
ence. "I believe God 
deposited the vision of 
oil for Israel in my 
healt;' Brown tells 
NEWsvVEEK. For decades, in northern Israel. After raising ancient Canaan 
speculators have failed to turn $7 million, mostly from other named after tlle tribes 
up significant deposits in Is- evangelicals eager to support of]oseph's two sons, 
rael, despite the fact that some the Jewish state, he chose a Manasseh and 
of the world's largest oil pro- spot near Kibbutz Maanit to Ephraim. (The verse 50mi 

ducers are in the Mideast begin the 4,500-yard drill also includes refer­
(though not in neighboring based on his reading ofthe ence to a well or spring-e\ri-
Jordan). But veteran geologists Old Testament. dence, in Brovm's mind, of un­
working on the venture, in- Brm:vn began V\rith Gen. derground treasure. A similar 
eluding former Exxon project 49:22-26, where he believes a blessing "for the precious 
manager Stacy Allen Cude, say verse about God's gi,ring]oseph things ofheaven ... and for the 
their data seem to conform "blessings ofheaven above deep that couches beneath" 
"rith Brown's vision. [and] blessings of the deep that appears in Deut. 33:13-17.) 

Raised Roman Catholic, couches beneath" refers to the Brown traced the geogTaphic 
Brov:n :vas a to?l-company ex- presence ofoil in an area of r.-,_,.~~.",. .._. 
ecutlve 111 iVlIchlgan and an al- q.-:- "::':::-_, 
coholic when he became a e-' ,at • \-.. .. ~';!. '/': --I~ 
b . Ch" . by tne --. .-- ," ..z: '" orn-agall1 nstLanll1 ._\:-_~ - de strong p' --t .. .." O__ 'G;, ::;;:~:~' .'t:... 
1981. A trip to Israel hands were rl\\hty God- on~C~h~' .l~';,;"t~' :::-'.' 
two years later con- hands of the Jrl\\he kshepher 

I ~_ __.::~·;~~~r:!f:. ~ 
vinced him that he (frorn thence ~~.) fa- ~.,.::''':.?'~'=;;-::}~'''~ ~ ,:" 
had a mission: to help lstone of IS~ fue mGod of th"1 by .~ ~~~ ;' 
lsrael counter Arab 25 Evert ~ \1 help thee; an thee ", ~.~- _~ >~ 
domination in oil mar- '''''er, who s a ";\-.0 shallbless,,- "e ~;~~ __..:..%i .1......... . ,,\'

li' . hty vY l' aLJO- , ...;::'", ...:'-.'':; ",.,,-.. 
kets by developing its the j\lnug .' s of heaven l' eth :::"2J-.::-..:.'?!i-::""£:~ :::'~:-~~'~: '";~ 

h blessmg that 1 -- - 'os F,i....~-~ "'--' own supp Iy. Brown II wit f the odeep ~ ,,~ ,::~~-:'~k-~"?.~'~-~ 
formed Zion Oil in 2000 blessings a '", s ot th.f' h.re ,,--::--,'c..-::::~~~~ 

blessh.g "---­and bought rights from the under, __" - -...::� 
Israeli government to . and of thp STRAIGHT FROM THE SOURCE: Could� 
explore a 100,000-acre plot ~ -,){-_.r . there be a clue about location in Genesis?� 
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